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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, IN, PK 

SUBJECT: INDIAN REACTION TO BHUTTO VERDICT 

1 . THE LAHORE COURT'S VERDICT AND SENTENCE ON EORMER PRIME 
MINISTER BHUTTO RECEIVED FRONT-PAGE TREATMENT OVER THE WEEK- 
END IN THE NEW DELHI PRESS. EDITORIAL REACTION HAS BEEN 

MILD, WITH ONLY THREE PAPERS COMMENTING THUS EAR, MOSTLY TO 
SPECULATE WHETHER THE SENTENCE WILL BE CARRIED OUT. THE 
"PATRIOT" NOTES THAT A "NUMBER OF ISLAMIC POWERS WHOSE 
FRIENDSHIP ISLAMABAD DESPERATELY NEEDS" HAVE BEEN URGING 
CMLA ZIA TO REACH A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WITH BHUTTO TO AVOID 
CIVIL WAR; THE "TIMES OE INDIA" MENTIONS SAUDI ARABIA, IRAN 
AND THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AS THE ISLAMIC POWERS IN QUES- 
TION. NONE OE THE EDITORIALS WAS WILLING TO SPECULATE ON 
BHUTTO'S POLITICAL EUTURE. 

2. MEMBERS OF THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
EXPRESSED "SHOCK" AT THE VERDICT OVER THE WEEKEND. THEIR 
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CONCERN, AND REPORTS OF A PRO-BHUTTO DEMONSTRATION IN SRINI- 
GAR EEATURING ANTI-GEN. ZIA AND ANTI-US SLOGANS, RECEIVED 
LIMITED INSIDE-PAGE PRESS COVERAGE. 

3. THE GOI HAS, OF COURSE, SAID NOTHING PUBLICLY ON THE 
JUDGEMENT. THE DEATH PENALTY IMPOSED BY THE LAHORE HIGH 
COURT HAS DOUBTLESS SURPRISED MEA. ITS JOINT SECRETARY FOR 
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PAKISTAN TOLD THE NEW DELHI AND ISLAMABAD POL COUNSELORS LAST 
WEEK THAT HE EXPECTED A RELATIVELY LIGHT SENTENCE. THE SAME 
OEFICIAL ALSO TOLD US THAT HE EEARED THE POSSIBILITY OP POL- 
ITICAL REPUGEES PROM THE BHUTTO CAMP SEEKING AT LEAST TRAN- 
SITORY ASYLUM IN INDIA IN THE EVENT OP A HARSH CRACKDOWN 
AGAINST THE FORMER PM'S SUPPORTERS. PRESS COMMENTARY ABOUT 
PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENTS HAS NOT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE REELECTED 
THIS APPARENT APPREHENSION. 

GOHEEN 
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